NATIONALISM   BEFORE   1914
and 'Abdur Rahman Pachachi, welcome the formation of a
new party which would assert Arab interests. If political
developments here follow a normal course and if the people
of the country have any real political convictions and courage
— two conditions of which the fulfilment is doubtful, the
support of the Baghdad province will bye and bye be lost to
any party which does not concede to the Arabs political
equality with the Turks.1
Nowhere did the rising opposition show itself more clearly
than in the local elections to the Chamber of Deputies in 1911
and in the following years. Pressure was used by the C.U P.
to secure the return of its candidates. Nevertheless, Saiyid
Mahmud al-Gailani, whose anti-Turkish sentiments were well
known, was elected as well as Fu'ad Effendi, a Baghdad lawyer,
known to be in opposition to the C.U.P. In Basra, the elections
represented both local opposition to the C.U.P. and the per-
sonal ascendancy of Saiyid Talib Pasha, son of the Naqib of
Basra. All the deputies elected, in addition to himself, were his
partisans, being his cousin, his father's clerk, a friend of the
Naqib's family and another member of the Hurriya wa Itilaf.
According to the British Vice-Consul at Basra, cno pressure was
used, however, all the Itilafjis representing the free choice of
united suffrage/2
Saiyid Talib Pasha ibn Saiyid Rajab was one of the out-
standing figures in pre-war Turkish Arabia and, until his en-
forced removal from Baghdad by Sir Percy Cox, April i6th,
1921,3 played a prominent part in the creation of modern 'Iraq. *
He came of an old family of Basra, doubly influential because
of its wealth and its hereditary religious leadership. His native
ability, enhanced and developed by a fair education, by resi-
dence at Constantinople and travel in Europe, found full scope
in political activities. A vigorous personality, of great charm
1	Events vn Turkish 'Iraq, March-April, 1912.
2	Ibid., October, 1912.	3 Infra, p. 322.
4 His interment at Zubair, following his death in Munich, July, 1929, drew
an immense crowd from every part of 'Iraq and was made the occasion of
eloquent tributes to his work for Arab Nationalism
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